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Eligibility criteria
Adelaide University China Fee Scholarships 
are available to those applicants who:

•	Are citizens and permanent residents of the 
People’s Republic of China at the time of 
application;

•	Are less than 35 years old at the time 
of application (this is a CSC eligibility 
requirement);

•	Are a university student completing a 
master’s degree, or enrolled as a first year 
PhD student, or new graduates from their 
university at the time of application;

•	 Agree to return to China upon completion 
of their studies and/or research;

•	Hold an unconditional offer of enrolment 
at the University of Adelaide, which 
is subject to the applicant also being 
successful in applying for a CSC award. 
They must therefore fulfil the relevant 
academic entry requirements set by the 
University of Adelaide for all international 
scholarship holders, including having met 
the minimum English language proficiency 
requirements for direct entry into the 
chosen academic program of study; and

•	Satisfy the selection criteria set out 
by CSC.

Ranked in the top 1% of universities 
worldwide*, the University of Adelaide 
makes a significant contribution to 
the wellbeing and prosperity of our 
community—in Australia and globally.

As Australia’s third oldest university, we have 
a well-established reputation for excellence 
and progressive thinking. This continues 
today, with the University proudly ranked in 
the top 150 in all three major international 
ranking schemes, including the Shanghai 
Jiao Tong Academic Ranking of World 
Universities, where we sit at 139 in the world.

We are committed to addressing grand 
challenges, such as food security, natural 
resource sustainability, clean energy, climate 
change, and an array of challenges in health 
and medicine. Research takes place across 
specialist institutes and centres, where 
over 1700 researchers work collaboratively, 
across disciplines, and in partnership with 
industry and government. Their excellence 
is recognised worldwide, with 99% of our 
research areas rated as ‘world standard or 
above’ in the latest ‘Excellence in Research 
Australia’ assessment.

By undertaking a research degree at the 
University of Adelaide you will work at 
the forefront of discovery in your chosen 
area. Our strong focus on addressing global 
challenges and our track record in long-term, 
basic research, creates a highly stimulating 
setting for our postgraduate students. You 
will work beside staff who rank among 
the world’s best in their field. Studying at 
the University of Adelaide will enable you 
to connect with many other like-minded, 
ambitious postgraduate students from 
Australia and abroad.

Undertaking postgraduate research at the 
University of Adelaide is a decision to further 
your career in a rich academic environment 
that pursues excellence, values the freedom 
to investigate new fields, and inspires 
graduates to make a positive difference in  
the world.

 
*Times Higher Education and QS rankings. 

 
 

The University of Adelaide’s research 
strengths span a wide range of sectors, 
including:

•	engineering and environmental sciences

•	biological and agricultural sciences

•	humanities, law and creative arts

•	mathematical, information and  
computing sciences

•	physical, chemical and earth sciences

•	social and behavioural sciences

•	medical and health sciences.

The University of Adelaide offers a 
distinctive, high-quality learning experience 
for our students.

Adelaide University China Fee 
Scholarships (AUCFS)
The University of Adelaide will provide an 
Adelaide University China Fee Scholarship 
to each student selected under this program. 
This Scholarship will pay the full tuition fee.

The CSC will provide each student selected 
under this program with a living allowance 
as prescribed by the Chinese Government 
for the term of the Scholarship, a return 
airfare to Australia by the most economical 
route, visa application fees, and the cost 
of the Australian Government approved 
Overseas Student Health Cover. Fares for 
dependants and relocation expenses will not 
be provided.

Only candidates undertaking a Doctor of 
Philosophy program are eligible. If students 
successfully complete the requirements of 
the program, they will be conferred with 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree by the 
University of Adelaide.

Scholarships under this program will be 
for up to four years, subject to satisfactory 
academic progress.

The China Scholarship Council (CSC) and 
the University of Adelaide are jointly offering 
postgraduate research scholarships to students 
from the People’s Republic of China who intend 
to undertake a Doctor of Philosophy at the 
University of Adelaide. 

* �Times Higher Ed and QS ranking
** �A coalition of Australia’s leading research  

intensive universities



1 October 2019 

Applications open for a Semester 2, 2020 or  
Semester 1, 2021 intake

31 January 2020 

Closing date for Application for University of 
Adelaide-China Fee Scholarship and Admission to a 
PhD to be lodged via the online system.

1 March 2020 

The University of Adelaide will provide the China 
Scholarship Council and each qualified candidate 
for the Doctor of Philosophy with a copy of the 
letter of acceptance. The letter will be unconditional 
in terms of academic performance and English 
language proficiency.

April 2020 

PhD candidates who have been granted the letter 
of acceptance shall apply to the China Scholarship 
Council for funding following the procedures set by 
the CSC.

End of May 2020 

The China Scholarship Council will evaluate the 
listed candidates according to CSC requirements 
and priorities, and provide the University of 
Adelaide and Home Universities with a shortlist 
of scholarship recipients. The China Scholarship 
Council will announce the final list of scholarship 
recipients and forward scholarship offer letters to 
successful candidates.

September 2020 to February 2021 

Successful applicants commence PhD studies

SELECTION PROCESS  
AND TIMEFRAMES

Application Process
•	Email your expression of interest to  

iris.liu@adelaide.edu.au; the Adelaide 
Graduate Centre (AGC) will arrange to 
undertake a preliminary assessment of 
eligibility

•	If suitable supervision is available, the 
AGC will invite you to submit a formal 
application to the University of Adelaide  
by 31 January 2020

•	If you are accepted into the PhD Program 
and awarded an Adelaide University China 
Fee Scholarship (AUCFS), you must then 
complete the China Scholarship Council 
Application

Please refer to the website for detailed 
information: https://scholarships.
adelaide.edu.au/Scholarships/
postgraduate-research/all-faculties/
adelaide-university-china-fee-
scholarships-china

RANKED IN THE TOP 1%  
OF UNIVERSITIES WORLDWIDE, 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE  
BRINGS TOGETHER WORLD- 
LEADING RESEARCHERS TO  
ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES  
WE FACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
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FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES

The University of Adelaide SA 5005 Australia

ENQUIRIES  iris.liu@adelaide.edu.au 

TELEPHONE +61 8 8313 5882 

FREE-CALL 1800 061 459 

  adelaide.edu.au

  facebook.com/uniofadelaide

  twitter.com/uniofadelaide

  snapchat.com/add/uniofadelaide

  instagram.com/uniofadelaide

  UniAdelaide_China

  weibo.com/uniadelaide
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